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Metadata Mainstreaming 

in EU Copyright Law



Insufficient metadata quality

missing

inaccurate

non-interoperable

Missed opportunities

visibility, accessibility

licensing opportunities

recommender systems

text and data mining

Copyright data issues



Lack of 

data?



Previous work at WIPO (CRR/GE/2/21/Report) 



Priority 

at EU 

level 



Substantial

research 

already

carried out…



Raising awareness                 

= not only industry but 

also individual authors, 

performers and users

Integrating initiatives                           

= establishing comprehensive 

infrastructure for all types of 

works

Central recommendations



Additional regulatory support? (JIPITEC 2022, 67)



Raising awareness                 

= not only industry but 

also individual authors, 

performers

Integrating initiatives                           

= establishing comprehensive 

infrastructure for all types of 

works

Central recommendations

Metadata mainstreaming through law?                          

= exploring potential contributions                                      

of the legal system



Towards Metadata Mainstreaming 



Article 17(4)(b) CDSMD

work notification for the purpose of content moderation

OCSSPs not liable if the demonstrate that they have: 

‘made, in accordance with high industry standards of professional diligence, 

best efforts to ensure the unavailability of specific works and other subject 

matter for which the rightholders have provided the service providers with the 

relevant and necessary information;…’

rightholder: right of communication to the public (making available)

work

territory



Article 4(3) CDSMD

opt-out mechanism with regard to text and data mining (AI training): 

‘The exception or limitation provided for in paragraph 1 shall apply on 

condition that the use of works and other subject matter referred to in that 

paragraph has not been expressly reserved by their rightholders in an 

appropriate manner, such as machine-readable means in the case of content 

made publicly available online.’

rightholder: reproduction/extraction

work?

territory?



Article 8(4) CDSMD

opt-out mechanism with regard to making available of out-of-

commerce works by cultural heritage institutions: 

‘…that all rightholders may, at any time, easily and effectively, exclude their 

works or other subject matter from the licensing mechanism set out in 

paragraph 1 or from the application of the exception or limitation provided for 

in paragraph 2, either in general or in specific cases…’

rightholder: reproduction/communication to the public

work

territory



Implementation in practice

Notification 

opt out

Data 

enrichment

Platform       

AI trainer 

Library

Central 

repository 

(EUIPO?)



Authorship, ownership

authors

performers

rightholders

type of rights

territories

Description

title

genre

style

semantics

contents 

Which information and which standard?



Incentive scheme                 

= already exists in the 

form of notification/ opt-

out possibility

Extra data enrichment                           

= own interest because of 

additional visibility and 

licensing opportunities?

Regulatory intervention?

Further measures?                                                            

= stakeholder dialogue, best practice 

guidelines, legislative intervention?



For further reading: https://ssrn.com/abstract=4817796

https://ssrn.com/abstract=4817796
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The end. Thank you!

Questions? Comments? 

Contact: m.r.f.senftleben@uva.nl


