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• What? Legal framework

• How? Establishment and developments

• Outcome? Statistics and Main findings

• What next? OOC portal & Copyright infrastructures in EU (Euipo Copyright Knowledge Centre) 



WHAT: EU Legal framework Articles 8-11 C-DSM (Rec. 30-43)  
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Two main legal routes (Art. 8)

Licensing mechanism based on ECL, 
presumption of representation or similar

▪ Non-exclusive - Non-commercial 
purposes

▪ Sufficiently representative of Rhs

▪ Safeguards for Rhs (including opt-out)

“Fall–back” exception

▪ When no representative CMO

▪ To make available on non-commercial 
websites

▪ Safeguards for rightholders (including 
opt-out)

AND: cross-border use! (Art. 9)

What is an OOC work? 

• Presumption 

• Reasonable effort

• Specific requirements for 

MS (e.g. cut off date)

Works from 3rd countries

• First published, first 

broadcast etc.

• Unless sufficiently 

representative CMO

Publicity (Art.10)

Public single online portal 

Information that has to be made permanently, 

easily and effectively accessible for at least 6 

months before the use:

▪ identification of the OOC works;

▪ information about the possibilities for 

RH to object (opt-out);

▪ parties to the licence;

▪ territories covered;

▪ uses.

Further publicity measures

+ Stakeholders dialogues (Art. 11) 



Out of Commerce at the EUIPO

Per the Copyright Directive (EU) 2019/790   the European Union Intellectual Property 
Office (EUIPO)

has established a single publicly accessible online portal  to help the exchange of 
information about out-of-commerce works so cultural heritage mass-digitisation projects 

can move ahead.

WHAT : Establishment of the « OOC Portal » at EUIPO 

Live from 7 June 2021



Out of Commerce at the EUIPO

CLARIFICATION : WHAT THE PORTAL DOES – WHAT IT DOES NOT 

WHAT IT IS NOT WHAT IT IS 

A COMMERCIAL SERVICE Public interest transparency tool 

A COPYRIGHT REGISTRY OR 

DIGITAL LIBRARY

It does not content the works themselves but 

contain METADATA (Rights management 

information) to make the intended use visible 

and searchable

AN OPEN PLATFORM
Governance - decentralised verification process 

for users 

EUIPO IS NOT LIABLE FOR 

THE CONTENT 

It provides and maintain the portal 

Responsibility for legal assessment (OOC 

status) and accuracy of metadata remains with 

the users of the system 

Transparency tool and enabling infrastructure



Key Users and functionalities

DATA
PROVIDERS

RIGHTS
HOLDERS

INTERESTED
PUBLIC

Potential rights holders of out-of-commerce works
- writers, photographers, publishers

Institutions providing and managing 
information about out-of-commerce 
works - Cultural Heritage Institutions, 
Collective Management Organisations, 
Public Authorities

Authorities designated in Member States, 
with overview of national institutions 

Public users interested in accessing 
information about out-of-commerce works 

CONTACT
POINTS

Facilitating discovery of out-
of-commerce works from all 

over EU

- Create/modify/delete records
- Basic and advanced search
- Manage opt-out requests
- Notifications, alerts

- Manage national user requests
- Basic and advanced search
- Notifications

- Feature facilitating general opt-out
- Request specific opt-out
- Basic and advanced search
- Notifications, Alerts

- Basic and advanced search
- General information
- Data logs

In practice, good use of the Portal depends on cooperation and care 

from all actors involved.



All users



Create a record manually in OoC UI

Data providers



Create a record – Bulk Upload

Data providers



Create a record – API

Data providers



Out of Commerce Roadmap 2024 & 2025

Dec 2024

OoC API v1 
(Sandbox)

Individual GET, 
DELETE

CREATE individual 
records

May 2025

OoC API v2

GET, DELETE
CREATION 

records

June 2025

Search
and

Alerts

December 2025

Opt-Out
and
User 

management 
improvements



New search engine for Basic Search 

and Advance Search 

available since June 2025

Main improvements in Basic Search

• Changes in the fields for search: Title, Author, Right holder, Internal 

Reference, File number

• Introduce 1st level of relevance when there is an exact match and second 

• Introduce field weighting to prioritise specific fields in search results:

1. Title, 

2. Author, 

3. Right holder, 

4. Internal Reference, 

5. File number

• Improvements in the presentation of results



New alerts engine based on Advanced 

Search engine

available since June 2025 

• New “My alerts section”

• Create new alerts

• Modify existing alerts (search criteria 

and frequency)

• Delete existing alerts

• Create alerts from the Advance Search

• Multiple alerts for registered users (up to 20)

• Email notifications will include information 

related to Alert criteria



New “My Alerts sections”



General Opt-out complete reshape

• New, more complete, opt-out request form

• General opt-outs active immediately

• Revision and validation done by registered user

• Once rejected, same opt-out request cannot be repeated. But needs 

to be reactivated again by registered user

Why? Ensure “clean” database with clear responsibilities

Excel bulk upload reshape

• Three new field added: Edition, Volume and Issue

• Impact on extended template !

New templates with build in controls 

• Filter out any errors before uploading



Year 2026 foreseen developments



Year 2026 foreseen developments



So… Five Years Later: Is It working in Practice?
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MAIN FINDINGS  - Practical challenges 
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Operational reality for CHIS 

• CHIs lacking resources to fully digitise

• Uncertainty: 

• Which CMOs is reponsible for which work or subset of works

• How to manage complex collections (mixed archives, text, image, 

audio)

Governance & trust layer: validation process – contacts points and 

users

Interoperability Gap/ Fragmented data and metadata

• Metadata systems not harmonised across institutions 

• Uneven data management and quality

New complexity with GenAI (AI training)



MAIN FINDINGS  
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Legal Framework & Implementation

OOC portal with enhanced functionalities

Technical tools for large-scale

Usage and engagement 

• Awareness raising and 

stakeholder engagement 

• Education and practical

support 

• Sustainable funding and 

dedicated budget (Digitisation 

projects) 

• Stronger coordination at EU 

and national level

• OOC portal - as a bridge- within 

a broader copyright 

infrastructure ecosystem for 

CHIs (Europeana – Common 

EU data Space for Cultural 

heritage) 

Opportunity to onboard Institutions 

Make greater use of the possibilities offered



EUIPO 

COPYRIGHT KNOWLEDGE CENTRE

EUIPO OBSERVATORY 

Copyright Knowledge Centre and Digital Service

February 2026

What’s Next? The OOC Portal in the Broader context of 

EU Copyright Infrastructures



More targeted expert engagement
• Copyright infrastructure 

• Piracy (Network – online piracy)

• Public Interest Institutions

+ EUIPO Observatory Networks and 
meetings  

Targeted audiences 

• Creators (Authors- Rightsholders), 
Judges Network, Users’ 
associations, academics

Enhance

Explore opportunities 

• Copyright Data 

        Infrastructure

• CommonsDB

INFORM ENGAGE ENHANCE & EXPLORE

Copyright - Priorities for 2026 

NEW Corner 

for Knowledge 

and Cultural 

Institutions 

NEW Study Mapping on 

Copyright-related databases in EU 

https://euipo.europa.eu/out-of-commerce/#/




Mapping of EU 

databases and 

metadata standards 

providing 

information on 

copyright-protected 

works



Study Mapping – A first step CopyrightView initiative 

Copyright data landscape is highly 

fragmented 
• Many databases with overlapping mandates and 

heterogeneous governance models.

• Sector-specific metadata practices, with limited use 

of international standards

• Challenges related to data quality, 

interoperability, legacy systems and legal 

constraints (and in particular data protection).

• Educational actions, improving transparency 

(standard, identifiers)

• Central access point to metadata for better 

searchability and discoverability of copyright information

• Support for EU-level approach, provided that existing 

infrastructures and sectoral realities are respected - legal 

liability remains with data providers.

Opportunities: 



CopyrightView initiative 

28 May 2026 June 2026 September 2026July 2026 

2026

2027…



Come and visit us

https://www.euipo.euro

pa.eu/en/copyright-

knowledge-centre

https://www.euipo.europa.eu/en/copyright-knowledge-centre
https://www.euipo.europa.eu/en/copyright-knowledge-centre
https://www.euipo.europa.eu/en/copyright-knowledge-centre
https://www.euipo.europa.eu/en/copyright-knowledge-centre
https://www.euipo.europa.eu/en/copyright-knowledge-centre
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